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Food policy response measures to COVID-19 in Central Asia and Caucasus
IAMO Policy Brief 43 presents a taking stock from the first year of the pandemic
Halle (Saale), 20 December 2021 – IAMO researchers Nodir Djanibekov and Thomas Herzfeld, look at the
impacts of the first waves of the COVID-19 pandemic on agriculture, food security, and rural communities
in the countries of Central Asia and Caucasus, and provide options to strengthen the resilience of the
agricultural sector during post-COVID-19 recovery and against future shocks.
The progress of the COVID-19 pandemic during 2020 resulted in a contraction of the economies of
countries in Central Asia and Caucasus which showed high rates of economic growth in previous years.
After the first corona cases, many governments intervened immediately to prevent deaths and overload of
the public health system. The lockdown restrictions caused prolonged downtime of the catering and
hospitality sector and repeated closures of markets and affected food retail turnover. The disruption in
food supply chains as well as panicking and hoarding pushed up the region’s food prices, especially in
countries with currency depreciation. The governments’ responses to stabilize food prices did not fully
succeed.
As the authors note, despite fears of catastrophic outcomes for agriculture, region’s agricultural production
was not affected by the pandemic or the lockdown measures. Instead, it saw a growth in 2020. Agricultural
producers could benefit from favourable weather conditions, lower input prices of imported fertilizer and
diesel fuel, and the fact that their governments granted a green pass for movements related to agricultural
activities during the full lockdowns. The reverse migration caused by the pandemic brought additional
hands to agriculture and was among the key factors that made the sector one of the drivers of economic
growth. The region’s agrifood trade escaped significant disruptions as food exports recovered quickly after
decline at the onset of pandemic.
A prolonged pandemic, however, presents a risk to the development of the region. The global implications,
combined with a decline in oil and gas exports and migrant remittances, can disrupt the projected recovery
and undermine economic stability. The region needs improved resilience, robustness, and adaptability of its
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agriculture, food, and rural sector to a similar pandemic or other risks in future. In this regard, the authors
recommend avoiding export restrictions, more diversified trade markets, higher value-added food
processing, efficient management of food stock reserves, as well as investing in capacities of return
migrants and future labour migrants. Finally, future policy response might benefit from enabling highquality data collection beyond standard production and international trade statistics.
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Further information
IAMO Policy Brief 43 “Food policy measures in response to COVID-19 in Central Asia and the Caucasus:
Taking stock after the first year of the pandemic” was published in English and Russian. The issues can be
downloaded free of charge on the following website: www.iamo.de/en/publications/iamo-policy-briefs.
IAMO Policy Briefs
IAMO conducts research on important agricultural policies. In our IAMO Policy Briefs we share our take on
the researched issues. In this series of publications, we elaborate briefly and in comprehensive language on
various topics, which are relevant for today's society. We hope to involve the interested public in these
topics as well as decision makers in politics, the economy and the media. Since 2011, we publish IAMO
Policy Briefs at irregular intervals.
About IAMO
The Leibniz Institute of Agricultural Development in Transition Economies (IAMO) analyses economic, social
and political processes of change in the agricultural and food sector, and in rural areas. The geographic
focus covers the enlarging EU, transition regions of Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe, as well as
Central and Eastern Asia. IAMO works to enhance the understanding of institutional, structural and
technological changes. Moreover, IAMO studies the resulting impacts on the agricultural and food sector as
well as the living conditions of rural populations. The outcomes of our work are used to derive and analyse
strategies and options for enterprises, agricultural markets and politics. Since its founding in 1994, IAMO
has been part of the Leibniz Association, a German community of independent research institutes.
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