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ScienceLounge „Digitization in agriculture“ 

6 March 2019, 6 pm 

 

Organisation: 

The event is organised by the ScienceCampus “Eastern Europe – Global Area” (EEGA) in cooperation with the 
ScienceCampus Halle - Plant-Based Bioeconomy (WCH) and the Leibniz Institute for Agricultural Development 
in Transformation Economies (IAMO). 

Venue: Café 7gramm in Halle (Saale) 

Contact: Mueller-Albinsky@iamo.de; l_dallywater@ifl-leipzig.de; ina.volkhardt@sciencecampus-halle.de  

Registration is required by mail to leibniz-eega@ifl-leipzig.de. 

Guests: Thomas Wünsch (State Secretary in the Ministry of Economics, Science and Digitalization), Oleksandr 

Verzhykhovskyi (COO of the Agricultural Company IMC, Kyiv), Matija Zulj (Founder of Agrivi, London), Dr. Ivan 

Duric (IAMO Halle)  

Moderation: Daniel Schlechter (MDR) 

 

The Topic: 

Drones as tools for harvest estimation, clever algorithms for the detection of pest infestation, pinpoint 

fertilization thanks to smart sensors - the digital age does not stop at agriculture. The open conversation 

focuses on processes and challenges in digitization in East Germany and Eastern Europe, especially against the 

backdrop of global agricultural value chains. The participants of the Science Lounge will share their own 

experiences, discuss trends in transforming agriculture, challenging situations for small-scale and large-scale 

farming, and the creative solutions they have found. 

The event will be held in German and English. 

Guests: 

Thomas Wünsch is the State Secretary in the Ministry of Economics, Science and Digitalization in Saxony-
Anhalt. 

Oleksandr Verzhykhovskyi has been working at IMC since 2013. He is responsible for the overall system of the 
Company’s operation activities. The company focuses on innovative agricultural technologies for cropping and 
best practices in corporate governance. 

Matija Zulj is the CEO and Founder of Agrivi, a global agtech company building powerful farm management 
software that helps farmers make data-driven decisions about the way food is produced, increasing 
productivity and profitability. 

Dr. Ivan Duric is an expert at the research institute IAMO Halle. Among other things, he is dedicated to the 
topic of digitization in agriculture and in the food value chain. 
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Moderation: 

Daniel Schlechter from the MDR science department 

Other guests: 

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Lentz is the director of the Leibniz-Institute for Regional Geography and Professor for 
Regional Geography at Leipzig University. His main research fields include regional geography, social 
geography, cultural geography, and transformation research with a focus on the successor states of the Soviet 
Union. Sebastian Lentz is also one of the speakers of Leibniz ScienceCampus EEGA. 

Anja Richter from the Ideas Incubator Scidea of the Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg (MLU) founding 

service will provide a drone and answer technical questions before and after the interview. 

The Science Lounge: 

As part of its "EEGA@exchange" series of events, the EEGA organises Science Lounges, which take place twice a 
year, once in summer and once in winter. The focus of these talks is on social issues and globalisation processes 
in Central and Eastern Europe. 

They are aimed at a broader public, especially guests from the respective scientific fields, practitioners, 
politicians, journalists and other interested persons. The events are usually organised in the early evening with 
one or more prominent guests from science, business, politics or journalism. Essentially, this is a relaxed, 
moderated conversation with the guests of honor about their daily work and experience in the specific theme 
of the Science Lounge. In addition, the audience is invited to actively participate with questions and comments 
in these discussions. The events are organized in a pleasant atmosphere in public spaces. It serves snacks and 
drinks. 

Organisation: 

The Leibniz ScienceCampus „Eastern Europe – Global Area“ (EEGA) is an overall integrative platform and 
collaborative research network that focuses on the development of new research perspectives on Eastern 
Europe’s changing role in current and historical processes of globalisation. The aim of EEGA is to break down 
regionally compartmentalized approaches and to promote an informed understanding of this world region. 

The ScienceCampus Halle Plant-Based Bioeconomy (WCH) includes all disciplines of science in the areas of 
plant-based agricultural sciences, basic and applied biology, biochemistry, biotechnology and related disciplines 
and thus, is the linkage between these skills and the environmental, social and economic fields in research and 
teaching. This enables a fundamental consideration and assessment of plant science and biotechnology 
innovations and its associated social and economic processes. 

The Leibniz Institute of Agricultural Development in Transition Economies (IAMO) analyses economic, social 
and political processes of change in the agricultural and food sector, and in rural areas. The geographic focus 
covers the enlarging EU, transition regions of Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe, as well as Central and 
Eastern Asia. 


