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Source:    NETWORK OF INDEPENDENT AGRICULTURAL EXPERTS IN THE CEE CANDIDATE COUNTRIES (2003).

The use of population density as the single criterion for definition is not without its problems, as
density can vary widely between individual countries; a uniform threshold value is therefore not
always adequate. The criteria defining the communities that form the basis of classification can also
differ between countries. Finally, no functional or structural aspects are considered. Above all, the
OECD definition has the job of allowing large-scale international comparisons to be made, and
asks little of data availability. To be able to deal with questions of rural development in individual
countries or regions, an adjustment or new definition seems more appropriate.
Rural areas in the CEEC are often stereotyped as districts with a low population density, insufficient
infrastructure, a low per-capita income, a continued relatively high dependence on agriculture,
high unemployment, a lack of employment alternatives, and an unfavourable demographic structure.
The reality is much more varied, however, and the different rural regions have very individual
characteristics. A characterisation is therefore sensible, so that structural-political measures can be
better coordinated to the specific problems of individual region types.

…and problems with
these

Map 1:
Regions in Central and
Eastern Europe according to
OECD criteria

Variety of rural areas
demands classification of
regions…

 
Classification of re-
gions in Central and 
Eastern Europe ac-
cording to OECD 
(NUTS-2 level; Slovenia 
/ Baltic States: NUTS-3) 
 

Predominantly 
urban regions 

Predominantly 
rural regions 
Significantly rural 
regions 
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Map 2:
Results of the cluster analysis:
Five region types

Source:    NETWORK OF INDEPENDENT AGRICULTURAL EXPERTS IN THE CEE CANDIDATE COUNTRIES (2003).

Classification of regions in Central and
Eastern Europe 
(NUTS-3 level; Slovenia: NUTS-0) 

Cluster A: 17 agrarian lowest in-
come regions with very high unem-
ployment rate 

Cluster D: 47 more industrialized 
middle income regions 

Cluster B: 57 agrarian low income 
regions 

Cluster E: 15 capital regions and 
other big cities with high income 

Cluster C: 41 average developed 
middle income regions with a high 
unemployment rate 
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