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Handover of role of Administrative Director 
Professor Alfons Balmann, Professor Thomas Herzfeld, Dr Stephanie Garling, Hannelore Zerjeski, Professor Thomas Glauben (l. to r.)
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and Economic Sciences. The heads of IAMO’s aca-

demic departments take part in MLU teachings and 

committee work. Many academic members of staff 

from IAMO with post-doctoral and doctoral qualifica-

tions are also involved in university teaching, and in 

the running of a nationwide PhD student programme. 

Staff links between MLU and IAMO are also strength-

ened by the fact that MLU Prorector of Research and 

Student Education, Professor Michael Bron, sits in the 

IAMO Board of Trustees. Cooperation between MLU 

and IAMO assumed a new dimension when the Sci-

enceCampus – Plant-based bioeconomy (WCH) – was 

opened in Halle in June 2012. The ScienceCampus 

aims to strengthen the interdisciplinary collabora-

tion between the Halle-based Leibniz Institutes and 

the corresponding academic departments at Martin 

Luther University Halle-Wittenberg in the sphere of 

plant-based bioeconomy. It will also advance higher 

education in the Halle (Saale) region, as well as sup-

porting knowledge and technology transfer in poli-

tics, business and public life.

IAMO is also staying in close contact with many other 

universities, especially with faculties of agriculture and 

economics. Depending on the requirements, other 

fields of social sciences and humanities, such as, for 

example, interdisciplinary research, Humanity or histo-

ries are getting added. As far as our partners in Germany 

are concerned, we have strong links with Berlin, Bonn, 

Göttingen, Hohenheim, Kiel, Munich and Münster. 

Since 2010 IAMO had a cooperation agreement with 

the Humboldt University in Berlin. In addition, there are 

close relationships with chairs of agricultural econom-

ics and institutes at agricultural and economic colleges 

and universities in our partner countries.

Amongst all our partner universities abroad we would 

like to highlight the following: in China, Peking Univer-

sity, Sichuan Agricultural University, the Chinese Agri-

cultural University – Peking and Lanzhou University; 

in Russia, the Higher School of Economics in Moscow 

(HSE); in Ukraine, the National University of Life and 

Environmental Sciences of Ukraine – Kiev and Zhyto-

myr National Agro-ecological University; in Uzbeki-

stan, the Samarkand Agricultural Institute (SamAI); in 

Kazakhstan, the Kazakh National Agrarian University 

(KazNAU) and Nazarbayev University – Astana; in Slo-

venia, the University of Ljubljana; in Serbia, the Univer-

sity of Belgrade; in Bulgaria, the University for National 

and World Economy – Sofia; in Romania, the Univer-

sity of Agronomic Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of 

Bucharest (UASMV); in the Czech Republic, the Czech 

University of Life Sciences – Prague. In addition, IAMO 

maintains a wide range of scientific exchange with 

Wageningen University in the Netherlands; in Den-

mark, the University of Copenhagen; in Sweden, the 

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) in 

Uppsala and the Centre for Environmental and Climate 

Research (CEC) in Lund; and in Austria with the Univer-

sity of Natural Resources and Life Sciences – Vienna. 
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Other partners are the Catholic University in Leuven, 

Belgium, and the University of Kent in Canterbury, 

Great Britain. In the USA we have close contacts with 

Stanford University, the University of California, Davis, 

and North Carolina State University.

Cooperation with non-university institutions

Numerous contacts with non-university institutions 

are very important for IAMOs work. We are collaborat-

ing with the Johann Heinrich von Thünen Institutes of 

Farm Economics, Rural Studies, and Market Analysis 

and Agricultural Trade Policy in Brunswick-Völkenrode 

(TI); the Leipzig-based Leibniz Institute for Regional 

Geography (IfL); the Centre for the History and Culture 

of East-Central Europe (GWZO); the Institute for the 

World Economy (IfW) in Kiel; the Institute for Economic 

Research (IWH) in Halle; the Potsdam Institute for Cli-

mate Impact Research (PIK) and the German Commit-

tee on Eastern European Economic Relations.

Close relations with many non-university research 

institutions abroad include Central and Eastern Europe, 

Southeast Europe and Eastern Asia. We have excel-

lent and regular professional contact with institutes in 

academies of sciences or agricultural sciences, regional 

research institutes and advisory boards, as well as agri-

cultural economics research institutes that are subordi-

nate to the corresponding ministries of agriculture. Of 

note here are: in China, the Center for Chinese Agricul-

tural Policy (CCAP) in Beijing at the Chinese Academy 

of Sciences; in Ukraine, the Ukrainian Agribusiness Club 

(UCAB) and the Institute for Economic Research and 

Policy Consulting (IER), both in Kiev; in Russia, the Rus-

sian Grain Union in Moscow; in Kazakhstan, the Ana-

lytical Center of Economic Policy in the Agricultural 

Sector (ACEPAS) and the Joint-Stock Company National 

Center of Space Research and Technology; the Central 

Asia Regional Economic Cooperation Institute (CAREC), 

whose partners are several international development 

banks and organisations as well as Central Asian coun-

tries and China; in Kyrgyzstan, the National Statistical 

Committee of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan; in Armenia, 

the International Center for Agribusiness Research and 

Education (ICARE); in Georgia, the Georgian Center 

for Agribusiness Development (GCAD); in Azerbai-

jan, the Agro Information Center of Azerbaijan; and in 

Kosovo, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural 

Development. 

Foreign partners of IAMO in Western and Northern 

Europe are: in Austria, the International Institute for 

Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) in Laxenberg; and the 

French consulting company Euroquality, based in Paris. 

Our partners amongst international organisations are 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO), the World Bank, the International Food 

Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the International 

Water Management (IMWI-CGIAR).
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New Leibniz ScienceCampus  
"Eastern Europe – Global Area"

The Leibniz ScienceCampuses offer completely new 
opportunities for academic cooperation with univer-
sity and non-university research institutes. In Cen-
tral Germany a currently newly established Leibniz 
SceinceCampus will be ground-breaking in the con-
text of global challenges for research in and into the 
countries of Eastern Europe. In cooperation with uni-
versities and non-university institutes in Leipzig, Halle 
(Saale) and Jena, IAMO will investigate the globalisa-
tion of Eastern European and Central Asian regions 
through economic ties, geopolitical changes, cul-
tural exchange and migration movements. The Sci-
enceCampus "Eastern Europe – Global Area" offers 
all participating institutions excellent interdiscipli-
nary cooperation possibilities for their research and 
transfer activities as well as in further academic edu-
cation and training with particular focus on commu-
nication of research results to the media and wider 
public. Starting in July 2016, over the next 4 years, the 
ScienceCampus ‘Eastern Europe – Global Area’ will 
be supported by the Leibniz Association. The Leib-
niz Institute for Regional Geography (IfL), the IAMO, 
the Universities of Leipzig, Halle-Wittenberg and 
Jena, the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropol-
ogy in Halle, the Fraunhofer Center for International 
Management and Knowledge Economy (MOEZ), and 

the Centre for the History and Culture of East-Central 
Europe (GWZO) are all involved in the development of 
the ScienceCampus.

Supporting young academics

One of IAMO’s three core tasks is to help develop-
ing the next generation of researchers, the Institute 
therefore supports the implementation of doctoral 
and habilitation projects. A large number of disserta-
tion topics are also assigned for master’s, diploma and 
bachelor degrees. At the end of 2016, 40 theses, 22 of 
them written by women, got  supervised at IAMO.

From October 2015 to September 2016, 8 long-term 
IAMO staff members submitted their theses to the 
Martin Luther University and successfully defended:

•	 "Worst-case optimal investment and consump-
tion – A study with stochastic interest rates" 

	 (Tina Engler);

•	 "Russian demand for dietary quality: Nutrition 
transition, diet quality measurement and health 
investment theory" 

	 (Christine Burggraf);

•	 "Market uncertainty, project specificity and pol-
icy effects on bioenergy investments: A real 
options approach" 

	 (Lioudmila Chatalova);
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•	 "Essays on consumers’ perceptions and valu-
ation of health-enhancing attributes in food 
products" 

	 (Irina Dolgopolova);

•	 "Understanding forest-cover change in Yunnan 
with a combination of quantitative and qualita-
tive methods" 

	 (Jens Frayer);

•	 "Too much but not enough: Issues of water man-
agement in Albania in light of climate change" 

	 (Klodjan Rama);

•	 "Structural change in rural Europe: Land-use 
and labour behaviour – Case studies with appli-
cation to drivers of participation to agri-environ-
mental measures and labour force transitions" 

	 (Ilkay Unay Gailhard);

•	 "Labour rationing of different farm types in 
Kazakhstan: A shadow price analysis" 

	 (Katharina Vantomme).

Three external theses which have been partly super-

vised by IAMO staff were also successfully defended:

•	 "Mapping patterns of agricultural land-use inten-
sity across Europe" 

	 (Stephan Estel, Humboldt University, Berlin);

•	 "Environmental Efficiency Measurement of grass-
land grazing using stochastic distance function 
on the Qinghai-Tibetan plateau of China" 

	 (Wei Huang, Georg August University, Göttingen);

•	 "Institutional analysis of black earth soil degra-
dation and conservation in Ukraine" 

	 (Nataliya Stupak, Humboldt University, Berlin).

Equal opportunities at IAMO

In 2016 IAMO received the TOTAL E-QUALITY award 

for equal opportunities a second time after success-

fully obtaining it in 2013. The award stands for TOTAL 

QUALITY MANAGEMENT (TQM) and acknowledged the 

distinction of a successful, long-term commitment to 

equal opportunities for men and women and the Insti-

tute’s successful equal opportunities policy. Besides 

equal career opportunities based on talent, poten-

tial and skills, the Institute places great importance on 

guaranteeing and enhancing the compatibility of fam-

ily and career, establishing equal opportunities as well 

as nurturing this compatibility in everyday work. This 

is the result of a proactive personnel management, 

career support and support for young academics and 

involvement with the Dual-Career Network of Cen-

tral Germany. The award is given in a 3 years cycle and 

IAMO has officially received a certificate on 9 Novem-

ber 2016 in Nuremberg. With retaining this predicate, 

the Institute enters into an individual self-obligation to 

continually monitor its equal opportunities and ensure 

they are permanently anchored.
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Prizes and awards

The IAMO academic PD Dr Vladislav Valentinov was 
awarded the AGI’s international research prize for “aca-
demic contributions to the institutional economics of 
organisations in the Third Sector and of co-operative 
self-help organisations" on 14 September 2016, at the 
18th International Co-operative Research Conference 
(IGT/ICCS) in Lucerne. The Working Group of Institutes 
for Co-operative Studies (AGI) serves as a communi-
cation platform for scientific institutions in Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland which guides research into 
co-operatives. Within the framework of the regular 

International Co-operative Research Conference, spe-
cial achievements are awarded in the areas of research 
covered by members of the Working Group.

The prize is awarded for special services to the devel-
opment of scientific results in international co-opera-
tive and co-operation theory and for propagating the 
co-operative idea in theory and practice, with particu-
lar regard to developing, emerging and Eastern Euro-
pean countries. The distinction comes with a financial 
award, which was provided by the DZ BANK foundation 
in between 2008 and 2012.

In July 2016 Dr Christine Burggraf received the Luther 
Certificate by the Martin Luther University Halle-
Wittenberg for her outstanding PhD thesis "Russian 
Demand for Dietary Quality: Nutrition Transition, Diet 
Quality Measurement, and Health Investment Theory". 
In her work the IAMO academic describes the devel-
opment of Russian nutrition patterns during the post-
socialist transformation, investigates the reasons for 
a choice of healthier nutrition with newly developed 
methods, and offers recommendations to improve 
food quality.

For his paper "CIS market integration and price trans-
mission along the supply chains – What are the main 
driving forces and challenges?" the IAMO academic Dr 
Ivan Duric won one of four Best Paper Awards at the 
annual conference of the Armenian Economic Associa-
tion (AEA) in Yerevan.

PD Dr Vladislav Valentinov
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Training for doctoral students: IAMO Graduate 
School, seminars and Doctoral Certificate 
Programme

As part of the "Pact for Innovation and Development", 
which corresponds to the excellence initiative of the 
German government and the Länder to promote sci-
ence and research at German universities, the Institute 
established the IAMO Graduate School in 2007. Start-
ing out for four years as a pilot measure, since 2011 
the Graduate School has become a fixed and perma-
nent component of PhD training at IAMO. All doc-
toral students at IAMO are automatically members of 
the Graduate School, which is also IAMO’s contribu-
tion to Doctoral Certificate Programme in Agricultural 
Economics.

The Doctoral Certificate Programme in Agricultural 
Economics was established in 2005 by IAMO, the 
Johann Heinrich von Thünen Institute (TI) and insti-
tutes of agricultural economics at several German uni-
versities (www.agraroekonomik.de). The "Doctoral 
Certificate Programme" offers the first structured train-
ing in Germany, and now in Austria too, for doctoral 
students in the areas of agricultural and food econom-
ics and rural development. The systematic teaching 
of essential theory and method aims to increase the 
quality of students’ education and improve efficiency 
when working on dissertation topics. Doctoral study 
is the third stage of a consecutive study programme, 

following bachelor’s and master’s degrees in agricul-
ture, food and the environment. The PhD study course 
is jointly run by the Agricultural and Food Economics 
Faculty at Christian Albrecht University in Kiel, the Fac-
ulty of Agriculture at the Rhine Friedrich Wilhelm Uni-
versity of Bonn, the Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute of 
Agriculture and Horticulture at the Humboldt Univer-
sity in Berlin, the departments of Agricultural Sciences, 
Ecotrophology and Environmental Management at 
Justus Liebig University Giessen, IAMO, the Faculty 
of Agricultural Sciences at Hohenheim University, the 
Institute of Agricultural and Food Sciences at Martin 
Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, the department 
of Ecological Agricultural Sciences at Kassel University, 

Dr Ivan Djuric
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the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences at Georg August 
University in Göttingen, the Faculty of Economic Sci-
ences and Center of Life and Food Sciences Weihen-
stephan at Munich Technical University, the Faculty of 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Rostock, the University of Natural Resources and 
Life Sciences in Vienna and the Thünen Institute, Brun-
swick. The PhD course is based on a modular system. 
From October 2015 to September 2016 IAMO profes-
sors and staff helped organise academic events relat-
ing to the following modules:

•	 "The Political Economy of Agriculture in High-
Income Countries";

•	 "Efficiency and Productivity Analysis I – Deter-
ministic Approaches";

•	 "Agent-Based Modelling in Agricultural and 
Resource Economics";

•	 "Foundations of Agricultural Economics: 
Selected Topics";

•	 "Introduction to Geographic Information 
Systems and Spatial Data Analysis".

In close cooperation with the PhD students, the IAMO 
Graduate School also offers specific further education 
seminars at the Institute, for which IAMO invites out-
side speakers.

Besides structured training for doctoral students, the 
IAMO Graduate School specifically involves IAMO aca-
demics who already have PhDs, giving them the oppor-
tunity to develop further their fields of research and 

gain experience in research management. The IAMO 

Graduate School also serves as a point of contact for 

all PhD students. Since March 2010 the IAMO Gradu-

ate School has been a full member of the International 

Graduate Academy (InGrA) of Martin Luther University 

Halle-Wittenberg. InGrA supports the setting up of all 

forms of structured doctoral programmes, coordinates 

the existing programmes and helps create a produc-

tive research environment, while taking into account 

the university’s internationalisation and equal oppor-

tunities strategies www.ingra.uni-halle.de.

Jointly with the agricultural economics professors of 

business, agricultural market theory, agricultural busi-

ness management, and agricultural, food and envi-

ronmental policy at MLU’s Institute of Agricultural and 

Food Sciences, IAMO also runs a PhD student seminar. 

This seminar acts as a forum for scientific exchange 

about research questions, methodological approaches 

and results.

International China Research Group at IAMO

In 2008 the International China Research Group was 

set up at IAMO on a fixed-term basis to work on the 

topic "Economic Growth and Social Equilibrium in Rural 

China". The international research group works towards 

the structural and sustained international cross-linking 

of IAMO’s research activities into economic and social 

processes in rural areas of the People’s Republic of China. 
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In  the beignning the group consisted of IAMO staff only 

and was later joined by academic colleagues from Göt-

tingen, Wageningen and Beijing. In 2011 the Centre’s 

future was secured by a permanent partical funding 

from the Pact for Research and Innovation.

In 2016 the research group was working on fourteen 

projects. The thematic spectrum runs from the effects 

of liberalising the land market, questions of social, 

health and education policy, to the impact of Chinese 

environmental programmes on ecological circum-

stances and rural living conditions. The individual pro-

jects are helping to identify approaches by addressing 

the sharp increase in social and environmental prob-

lems in rural China. The main issues here are targeted 

policy measures and the shaping of a growth-inducing 

economic environment. As of 30 September 2016, four 

internal and two external PhD projects on China were 

ongoing. Two PhDs within the China Group were suc-

cessfully completed in 2016.

The following are some examples of research results. 

An evaluation of wide-ranging household surveys 

showed that in a social transfer programme to com-

bat poverty in rural China, only a small proportion of 

needy households actually received transfer payments, 

whereas a large proportion of the funds went to house-

holds with incomes above the poverty threshold. Inter-

views with households and with representatives of 

the various levels of administration involved gave an 

insight into why the programme is so inaccurate and 

suggested possible ways of improving it. Research in 

another project showed that reforms introduced in the 

province of Sichuan since 2008, including a reform of 

land law, have actually advanced the trade in land-use 

rights and improved the agricultural structure as well 

as farming productivity.

Repeated visits by IAMO researchers to China have 

proven to be essential to their successful research work. 

Likewise, guest visits to IAMO by foreign colleagues, 

especially Chinese, are important for orienting research 

adequately to current developments. For example, the 

group is working jointly with colleagues from Sichuan 

Agricultural University in Chengdu, whom, together 

with the Center of Chinese Agricultural Policy in Bejiing 

and the IAMO China Group, held a symposium on their 

campus in September 2016, at which more than 40 Ger-

man and Chinese academics discussed their research 

into the transition of rural areas in China. More informa-

tion can be found on our website: https://www.iamo.

de/en/research/china-international-research-group/. 

Guests and fellowships at IAMO

The further training and education of academic schol-

ars is one of IAMO’s core tasks. As mentioned above, 

IAMO focuses mainly on supporting young academics 

from its partner countries. In this regard a great impor-

tance lies on study visits by researchers, which usu-

ally range from a few weeks up to two years. Besides 

being involved in joint publications, those who come 

for long-term visits also concentrate on their doctoral 
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studies, financed by external and IAMO grants, and 

third-party funded projects. From October 2015 to 

September 2016, 20 fellows worked at IAMO, concen-

trating mostly on their theses. Over the same period 

of time 52 predominantly young visiting academics 

from 30 different countries carried out research here, 

at IAMO. By working together closely on international, 

third-party funded research projects, young research-

ers from partner countries integrated themselves into 

the international academic community. Former IAMO 

staff, both from Germany and partner countries, are 

now working in international organisations such as the 

EU and World Bank, or they have acquired manage-

ment positions in their respective national agricultural 

administrations. An even larger number of them are 

continuing their academic careers back in their home 

countries.

Development of third-party funding

Project funding 2016  (Oct 2016 - Sept 2016)

I. Newly approved research projects with  
    third-party funding

•	 Project title: The role and functions of bio-
clusters in the transition to a bioeconomy  
– TRAFOBIT

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung (BMBF)

•	 Project title: Political economy of agricultural 

policies in federal systems – FEDAGRIPOL

Funding source: Leibniz-Gemeinschaft (Leibniz-

Wettbewerb)

•	 Project title: Building an excellency network for 

heightening agricultural economic research and 

education in Romania – ENHANCE

Funding source: EU Horizon 2020

•	 Project title: Chinesisch-deutsches Symposium 

über "Explaining Transition of Chinese Rural 

Areas: A system Perspective", Chengdu, China – 

Symposium Chengdu 2016

Funding source: Chinesisch-Deutsches Zentrum für 

Wissenschaftsförderung

•	 Project title: Analysis of the strategy of the Rus-

sian Federation for the expansion of agricultural 

production – STARLAP

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung und 

Forschung (BMBF)

•	 Project title: Deutsch-Kasachischer Agrarpoliti-

scher Dialog – APD Kasachstan

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Ernährung 

und Landwirtschaft (BMEL)

•	 Project title: Regional Conference: Regional and 

international integration in Caucasus and Cen-

tral Asia: The recent changes in trade policies‘ – 

RIITP_FAO und RIITP_DAAD
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Funding source: Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) und Deutscher Aka-
demischer Austauschdienst (DAAD)

•	 Project title: Expert Round Table: Best practices 
in export promotion: Experiences in Latin Amer-
ica, Eastern Europe and Central Asia – Round 
Table FAO

Funding source: Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO)

•	 Project title: Zuschuss zur Silk Road Conference, 
Almaty, Kasachstan – IAAE_Silk Road Confer-
ence 2016

Funding source: International Organization of Agri-
cultural Economists (IAAE)

•	 Project title: ERA Fellowship für Frau S. Cisma – 
ERA Fellowship Cisma

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung (BMBF)

•	 Project title: Globale Handelsumlenkung – Han-
delsschranken zwischen Ost und West: Folgen-
abschätzung für den serbischen Agrar- und 
Lebensmittelhandel – PPP Serbien

Funding source: Deutscher Akademischer Austausch-
dienst (DAAD)

•	 Project title: Legal and economic challenges for 
sustainable food security in the 21st Century – 
Internationale Summer School für Alumni

Funding source: Deutscher Akademischer Austausch-

dienst (DAAD)

•	 Project title: The evolution of agriculture in East 

Germany and Eastern European Countries dur-

ing transition and implications for North Korea – 

KREI_2016

Funding source: Korea Rural Economic Institute

II. Ongoing projects with third-party funding

•	 Project title: Ein räumlich-dynamischer Ansatz 
zu Landpachtmärkten – LandPM_MG und 
LandPM_AB

Funding source: DFG Sachbeihilfe (Deutsche For-
schungsgemeinschaft) 

•	 Project title: Soziologischer Neoinstitutionalis-
mus und Bayessche Netze: Ein Analyserahmen 
zur Modellierung von Migrationsentscheidun-
gen im ländlichen Kasachstan – SoNeoBaN I+II

Funding source: DFG Sachbeihilfe (Deutsche For-
schungsgemeinschaft)

•	 Project title: The global food crisis – Impact on 
wheat markets and trade in the Caucasus and 
Central Asia and the role of Kazakhstan, Russia 
and Ukraine – VW MATRACC

Funding source: Volkswagen Stiftung

•	 Project title: Balancing trade-offs between ag-
riculture and biodiversity in the steppes of Ka-
zakhstan – VW BALTRAK 

Funding source: Volkswagen Stiftung
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•	 Project title: Institutional change in land and la-
bour relations of Central Asia’s irrigated agricul-
ture – VW AGRICHANGE

Funding source: Volkswagen Stiftung

•	 Project title: Exploring the potential for agricul-
tural and biomass trade in the Commonwealth 
of Independent States – AGRICISTRADE

Funding source: 7. Forschungsrahmenprogramm 
der EU 

•	 Project title: Globale Ernährungssicherung und 
die Getreidemärkte Russlands, der Ukraine und 
Kasachstans – GERUKA

Funding source: Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft 
und Ernährung (BLE)

•	 Project title: Deutsch-Ukrainischer Agrarpoliti-
scher Dialog – APD Ukraine

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Ernährung 
und Landwirtschaft (BMEL)

•	 Project title: Schritte zu einer nachhaltigen 
Landnutzung in Nordargentinien – PASANOA

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung (BMBF)

•	 Project title: RURAGRI: MULTAGRI – Governance 
ländlicher Entwicklung durch Maßnahmen zur 
multifunktionalen Nutzung landwirtschaftlicher 
Flächen Teilprojekt: Landnutzungskonflikte und 
Auswirkungen landwirtschaftlicher Entwick-
lungspfade in unterschiedlichen ländlichen Ge-
bieten – MULTAGRI

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung und 

Forschung (BMBF)

•	 Project title: Pilotmaßnahme Agrarreformen, 
Wasserknappheit und die Anpassung an den 
Klimawandel in Zentralasien: Eine Fünf-Länder-

Studie – AGRIWANET

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung (BMBF)

•	 Project title: Verbundvorhaben KULUNDA: 
Wie verhindert man die nächste "Global Dust 
Bowl"? – Ökologische und Ökonomische Stra-
tegien zur nachhaltigen Landnutzung in Russi-

schen Steppen – KULUNDA

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung (BMBF)

•	 Project title: Ausschreibung: Betriebliches Kom-
petenzmanagement im demografischen Wandel 
Vorhaben: Betriebliches Kompetenzmanage-
ment zur Integration ausländischer Fachkräfte in 

der Landwirtschaft – Alfa Agrar

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung (BMBF)

•	 Project title: Determinants of diet and physical 
activity; knowledge hub to integrate and deve-

lop infrastructure for research across Europe – 
DEDIPAC KH

Funding source: Bundesministerium für Bildung 
und Forschung (BMBF)
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•	 Project title: Economics of Climate Change Re-

search in Dry Areas – ICARDA

Funding source: International Center for Agricultu-
ral Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA)

•	 Project title: Chefredakteurtätigkeit von PD Dr. 
Daniel Müller für das Journal of Land Use Sci-
ence – Journal Müller

Funding source: Journal of Land Use Science

•	 Project title: Research on the influence of ethnic 
migration on the development of agriculture – 
Ethnic Migration

Funding source: Ministerium für Wissenschaft und 

Bildung der Republik Kasachstan

III. Projects with third-party funding  
that finished in 2016

•	 Project title: Economic and natural potentials of 
agricultural production and carbon trade-offs in 

Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and Russia – EPIKUR

Funding source: Leibniz-Gemeinschaft (Leibniz-
Wettbewerb)

•	 Project title: Schumpeter Fellowship, Zusätzliche 
Mittel für das Teilprojekt "Agricultural coope-
ratives as economic crisis-absorbers: The role 

of cooperative ownership and governance" – 
VW Schumpeter II

Funding source: Volkswagen Stiftung

•	 Project title: International comparisons of pro-
duct supply chains in the agri-food sectors: 
Determinants of their competitiveness and per-

formance on EU and international markets – 
COMPETE

Funding source: 7. Forschungsrahmenprogramm 
der EU (IAMO ist Koordinator)

•	 Project title: The role of environmental, socioec-
onomic, institutional, and land-cover/land-use 
change factors to explain the pattern and driv-
ers of anthropoeic fires in post-Soviet Eastern 
Europe: A case study comparison of Belarus, Eu-
ropean, Russia, and Lithuania. 

	 Drivers of Anthropogenic Fires due to LCLUC in 
Post-Soviet Eastern Europe to NASA-ROSES. 

	 A.2-Land-Cover/Land-Use Change For Early Ca-
reer Scientists – NASA Fires

Funding source: Michigan Technological University

•	 Project title: Moldova Poverty Assessment – 

Moldova Small Farms

Funding source: Weltbank

•	 Project title: Wissenschaftscampus Halle/Teilpro-

jekt: Sekundäre Inhaltsstoffe in Getreidekaryop-

sen als Qualitätsmerkmal: Analyse potenzieller 

gesundheitsfördernder Effekte sowie Verbrau-

cherakzeptanz und Zahlungsbereitschaft – 

WiCa Anthocyanin

Funding source: Land Sachsen-Anhalt
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•	 Project title: Wissenschaftscampus Halle, Teil-

projekt: Pflanzenbasierte Innovationen und 

Klimawandel – Einschätzung und Bewertung ri-

sikobedingter unternehmerischer Anpassungs-

prozesse sowie ihre Wirkungen auf den Märkten 

– WiCa Innovationen

Funding source: Land Sachsen-Anhalt

•	 Project title: FarmAgriPolis 2.0 – Ein Unterneh-
mensplanspiel zum Erleben des Agrarstruktur-
wandels – FarmAgriPolis 2.0

Funding source: Landwirtschaftliche Rentenbank

Selected third-party funded projects

Below is an outline of the most important projects for 

which new third-party funding has been obtained. 

It is demonstrated that, with regard to both, its basic 

research and scientifically based policy advice, IAMO’s 

expertise is highly valued and that the Institute is 

exploring new ways of research cooperation to per-

manently establish Halle as a centre of science and 

research.

The role and functions of bioclusters in the 
transition to a bioeconomy (TRAFOBIT)

1 July 2016 marked the start of the TRAFOBIT pro-

ject, for which IAMO obtained 1.487 million euros of 

funding from the German Federal Ministry of Edu-

cation and Research (BMBF). In this five-year project, 

led by IAMO academic Frans Hermans, a group of five 

young researchers from different disciplines, rang-

ing from sociology, innovation science and environ-

mental economics to maths, are examining the role 

of so-called "bioclusters". These clusters are designed 

to be state-of-the-art in the world, in order to estab-

lish an innovative and employment-oriented bioec-

onomy as a central future sector. Within these clusters 

and in a regional radius businesses, government agen-

cies, research institutions and universities are work-

ing together to develop the bioeconomy, in order to 

replace our current fossil energy sources with renew-

able ones. Drastic changes of existing economic and 

technological structures are necessary to establish 

such future-oriented clusters.

The junior research group is researching the innovation 

processes within bioclusters as well as their interaction 

within their social environment at a local, regional, 

national and international level. It is using an interdisci-

plinary approach by combining theoretical knowledge 

and methodology from sociology, innovation science, 

environmental economics and maths. The goal is not 

only to use already existing methodologies, but to 

help developing new, innovative research approaches. 

Social networks and statistical network models play a 

particularly important role in the analysis of the inno-

vation processes in this investigation. The expected 
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results will not only be of use to applied basic research 

into better scientific understanding of regionally linked 

innovation processes, but should also provide an 

insight into the current values. Those values motivate 

the behaviour of various actors in the bioeconomy, to 

conribute to deepened knowledge about the process 

of knowledge generation and explain how local inno-

vation initiatives drive global transition processes. The 

overall aim is to identify so-called regional innovation 

systems. Comparative research within the framework 

of the project relates to regions from five countries of 

the European Union: Bulgaria, Germany, France, the 

Netherlands and Sweden.

Political Economy of Agricultural Policies in 
Federal Systems (FEDAGRIPOL)

In the 2016 Leibniz Competition, the Leibniz 

Association’s internal competition in which Leibniz 

Institutes compete directly for funding, IAMO won 

Development of third-party funding
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573,000 euros for its FEDAGRIPOL project. The fund-

ings time frame spans over a total of three years with  

the projects kick off on 1 April 2016. Academics from 

IAMO and the Moscow Higher School of Econom-

ics (HSE) are jointly analysing decision making and 

policymaking in agricultural policy in various federal 

systems. Specifically, the project is undertaking a com-

parison between the Russian Federation and the Euro-

pean Union. With one of the key research questions 

on how regional or national ministries of agriculture 

select their policy instruments in various institutional 

contexts to implement an agricultural policy whose 

guidelines are set at a higher level in Brussels and Mos-

cow. The project results should allow a better under-

standing of the correlation between developments 

in agricultural production, structural change in agri-

culture, individual policy regimes and institutional 

parameters in the Russian Federation as well as the 

European Union.

Analysis of the Russian Federation’s strategy for 
expanding agricultural production (STARLAP)

The STARLAP project is supported by the German Fed-

eral Office for Agriculture and Food (BLE) to the tune 

of 127,500 euros over a period of twelve months from 

1 October 2016 to 30 September 2017. In conjunction 

with the Thünen Institute of Market Analysis and the 

agriculture working group of the German Commit-

tee on Eastern European Economic Relations, IAMO 

researchers are investigating the effects of a Russian 

agricultural policy geared towards import substitu-

tion on the competitiveness of the Russian agricultural 

and food sector on its own markets. The project is also 

considering the impact of this policy on the competi-

tiveness of German as well as other European market 

players on Russian markets. The purpose of these anal-

yses is to gain additional information and knowledge 

about current developments in the Russian dairy and 

meat sectors. The project results will also be used to 

assess export and investment opportunities for Ger-

man businesses in the agricultural and food sector in 

the Russian Federation. The methodological frame-

work of the project is provided by econometrically 

based market power analyses, non-linear price-trans-

mission analyses, trade models and expert surveys.

IAMO lecture activity

Besides publishing their work in journals, another 

important activity of IAMO staff is the presentation 

and discussion of research results at national and inter-

national conferences, forums and workshops. A large 

proportion of lectures by IAMO staff are delivered at 

international events. In the period of 1 January 2016 - 

30 September 2016 the costs of 82 lectures given were 

fully covered by the organisers (10), third parties (18), or 

other sources (10). There was mixed funding for nine 

lectures, while expenses for 35 lectures were entirely 

covered by IAMO’s budget.
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Conferences and seminars

Conferences and seminars are essential for IAMO to 

be able to fulfill its third core task, which is to act as a 

forum for the exchange of scientific ideas in all ques-

tions of agricultural development in transition coun-

tries. The events organised by the Institute represent 

an important platform for scientific exchange, both on 

a national and international scale. Besides greater aca-

demic collaboration, the meeting of academics with 

decision-makers from the food industry and politics 

often provides an impetus for restructuring in the agri-

cultural and food sectors in partner countries. Here we 

should also highlight the fact that in the field of agri-

cultural economics IAMO makes an important contri-

bution to a so-called scientific "capacity building" in 

research and teaching in our partner countries, and 

has a crucial role in developing long-term viable net-

works. Appart from the IAMO Forum we outline the 

most important conferences, symposia and workshops 

held at the Institute from October 2015 to September 

2016 inclusive.

Development of IAMO lectures
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Chinese-German symposium in Chengdu

From 13-16 September 2016 a scientific symposium was 

held in Chengu, the capital of the Chinese province of 

Sichuan, on the topic "Explaining Transition of Chi-

nese Rural Areas: A System Perspective". The event was 

jointly organised by IAMO and the Center for Chinese 

Agricultural Policy at Beijing University (CCAP-PKU) as 

well as  the Sichuan Agricultural University (SAU). It was 

financed by the Sino-German Center for Research Pro-

motion, an institution of the German Research Founda-

tion (DFG), and the National Natural Science Foundation 

of China (NSFC). The almost 50 participants, came from 

Chinese universities and research institutions, Germany, 

the Netherlands and the USA. The lectures addressed a 

broad spectrum of questions in five plenary sessions and 

eight other interdisciplinary sessions from the perspec-

tives of agricultural economics, geography, environ-

mental science and political science. The focus of these 

lectures included the current challenges facing Chinese 

agriculture and the development of rural areas in China. 

In addition the participants dealt extensively with possi-

ble collaboration in joint research projects. The plenary 

sessions were open to all graduate students at Sichuan 

Agricultural University. At SAU particularly the Econom-

ics Faculty and the Centre for Germany Research  pro-

vided excellent facilities and organisational support, 

while playing a major part in ensuring that the sympo-

sium was successful. The programme was rounded off 

by two field trips.

IAAE inter-conference symposium "Agricultural 
Transitions along the Silk Road"

The IAAE inter-conference symposium "Agricultural 

Transitions along the Silk Road" was organised jointly 

by the International Association of Agricultural Econo-

mists (IAAE), the Kazakh National Agrarian University 

(KazNAU) and IAMO. It was  supported financially by the 

German Federal Ministry of Education and Research, 

IAAE, the Inculerate Incubator Accelerator and the 

Center of Applied Research Talap. The event was held 

from 4-6 April 2016 at KazNAU in Almaty, Kazakhstan. 

Around 200 academics from 25 countries and 60 differ-

ent institutions took part in the conference.

The conference focused on the competitiveness of 

producers, changes in land use, integration of markets 

and the role of state agricultural policy. Whereas cot-

ton production and livestock farming have fallen in 

importance since the end of the Soviet Union, govern-

ments are focusing more strongly on diversification in 

agriculture. Current initiatives to develop infrastructure 

and trade seem promising, but their implementation 

faces major challenges. Improved public services in the 

agricultural sector, the expansion of value chains, eas-

ier market access,  more transparency and predictabil-

ity in state action are right at the top of the agenda for 

reform.

One of the principal speakers, Professor Richard Pom-

fret from the University of Adelaide, underlined the 
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positive signals for a reduction in trade barriers in Cen-

tral Asia thanks to trade agreements and an improved 

transport infrastructure. Dr David Sedik from the Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United 

Nations, on the other hand, emphasised the problems 

of implementation. The subordination of trade policy 

to foreign policy and a lack of trust between member 

states were obstructions to integration, he said.

At the conference IAMO presented interim results from 

the AGRIWANET project – "Agricultural reforms, water 

scarcity and adjusting to climate change in Central Asia" – 

which is supported by the German Federal Ministry of 

Education and Research. The speakers showed that all 

five Central Asian countries have expanded their cereal 

production in the last few years, some of them with con-

siderable increases. These changes are not up to farmers 

seizing market opportunities or improved trade oppor-

tunities in Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, but rather a 

result of state targets and delivery obligations to secure 

the national supply of basic foodstuffs. The leader of the 

project, IAMO’s Professor Martin Petrick, highlighted 

the big differences between the agricultural policies of 

the countries in other areas. Kazakhstan, for example, 

increased ten-fold its expenditure to support agricul-

ture between 2004 and 2014, but many of the measures 

were poorly targeted or led to deadweight effects, he 

said. By contrast, the agricultural policies of Kyrgyzstan 

and Tajikistan were almost exclusively dependent on 

contributions from international donors, but many of 

these donor projects fail to attain their goals.

The total of 90 lectures and poster presentations at 

the conference exhibited a wide thematic diversity. 

Sessions organised by the International Food Policy 

Research Institute (IFPRI) focused on the topics of cli-

mate change and food security. A workshop on the 

organisation of value chains and the role of agricultural 

policy discussed the resutls of the research project 

"The Global Food Crisis – Impact on Wheat Markets and 

Trade in the Caucasus and Central Asia and the Role of 

Kazakhstan, Russia and Ukraine (MATRACC)". Another 

focus lies in land-use changes, were clear progress is 

being made in the dynamic of land use and the under-

standing of patterns of land-cover change in Central 

Asia.

IAMO expert panel at Internat. Green Week 2016

Collectively with the agriculture working group of the 

German Committee on Eastern European Economic 

Relations (OA), IAMO organised an expert panel enti-

tled "Urbanisation, Migration and Structural Change – 

Challenges and Strategies for Agriculture in Eastern 

Europe" on 14 January 2016 at the Global Forum for 

Food and Agriculture (GFFA). At the event around 130 

representatives from business, academia and civil soci-

ety discussed the upcoming challenges facing the pro-

vision of food for cities which are growing while also 

having to cope with migration from rural areas in East-

ern Europe. The GFFA is an international conference 

on food security which is held annually as part of the 
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Green Week in Berlin, under the aegis of the German 

Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL).

In view of the great heterogeneity between the boom-

ing metropolises and rural areas of Russia, Professor 

Thomas Glauben opened this year's expert panel. Pros-

perity in relation to economic power, access to mar-

kets, career and income opportunities as well as social 

infrastructure is concentrated in only a few of the 

more than 80 regions within the country. Urban cen-

tres have a high impact on the population, which is 

increasingly leading to the migration of young people 

from rural areas. Underdeveloped regions often enter 

a vicious circle. They keep becoming more unattractive 

and therefore loose more and more qualified workers. 

This development impact is not only seen in individual 

regions of Russia. It overall obstructs the growth of stra-

tegically important sectors of the economy, including 

food production at a time were demand for high-qual-

ity and healthy foodstuffs is growing in cities.

Dr Robert Kloos, State Secretary in the German Federal 

Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL), highlighted 

that currently only one in four Russians lives in the coun-

try. Whereas in Soviet times, rural depopulation was 

prevented by state-imposed measures, today the rising 

migration of well-trained, skilled workers is facing major 

challenges. The expansion of value chains through the 

settlement of processing local businesses is a possible 

solution to new perspectives for the rural regions. But 

Kloos was critical of protectionist tendencies in Russia: 

"The foreclosure will not be permant. It will then show 

whether the structures are competitive."

Host Dr Franz-Georg von Busse, Chairman of the agri-

culture workgroup of the German Committee on East-

ern European Economic Relations (OA), led a discussion 

about the opportunities and challenges which are agri-

culture and rural areas in times of urbanisation are fac-

ing, especially focusing on Russia. The panellists were 

Dr Raimund Jehle, manager of the field programme of 

the FAO’s regional office for Europe and Central Asia, Dr 

Oleksandr Perekhozhuk from IAMO, and from the busi-

ness side, Aleksey Kiryanov, the owner of the Russian 

food enterprise "IP Kiryanov". Also on the panel were 

Kerstin Müller, Russia’s programme leader for APOLLO 

e.V. and also responsible for arranging work placements 

for Russians in German agriculture, and Ivonne Bollow, 

the Metro Group’s head of Eastern Europe as well as 

international affairs.

Important events in 2017

Expert panel on agricultural policy  
at International Green Week 2017

"Agriculture and Water – The Key to Feeding the World" 

was the topic of the Global Forum for Food and Agri-

culture (GFFA) at Green Week 2017 in Berlin. The over-

all organiser of the GFFA is the German Federal Ministry 

of Food and Agriculture (BMEL). As part of the GFFA 

an agricultural policy symposium was held, entitled, 
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"Everything flows? Water as a decisive resource and 

factor for agriculture in Eastern Europe and Central 

Asia." It was hosted by IAMO in collaboration with the 

German Committee on Eastern European Economic 

Relations. IAMO, in cooperation with the German Agri-

business Alliance at the German Asia-Pacific Business 

Organisation (OAZ) and the German-Sino Agricultural 

Centre (DCZ), also organised another panel discussion 

on the subject "Three sides of a coin: Agriculture and 

water in China."

Water is the factor that limits the exploitation of the 

enormous agricultural potential of Central Asia. The 

same is true for large parts of China, although some 

of the reasons are different. The following questions 

were discussed by experts from politics, agricultural 

technology and farming: How efficiently is water used 

as a resource? What is threatening the current supply? 

Which technological possibilities do we have to sus-

tainably exploit the enormous agricultural potential 

in the future, given its demand for water? Which polit-

ical requirements, initiatives and water policies are 

needed to achieve the ambitious goals of developing 

agriculture? How can the use of new technologies be 

accelerated?

IAMO Forum 2017

In cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organi-

sation of the United Nations (FAO), IAMO is organising 

the IAMO Forum 2017, entitled, "Eurasian Food Econ-

omy between Globalization and Geopolitics". The con-

ference will take place in Halle (Saale) on 21-23 June 

2017. Background of this forum is, that globalisation 

requires Eurasian transition and emerging countries to 

create an open and internationally competitive food 

economy. At the same time many governments in 

the region are taking measures to increase their con-

trol over domestic food production. The aim is to sup-

port the own agricultural and nutritional sector and to 

improve food security. The IAMO Forum 2017 offers a 

platform for discussion of current research and diverse 

strategies to guarantee food security and intensify 

trade in the context of geopolitical tensions, as well as 

of various attempts at trade integration. You can find 

more information on the IAMO Forum 2017 on www.

forum2017.iamo.de/about-the-conference.

Publications 

The scientific staff at IAMO is publishing their research 

results in academic journals, monographs, anthologies 

and discussion papers. Increasingly they are also com-

municating them in Policy Briefs. A complete publica-

tion list is available on  www.iamo.de/en. 

During the reporting period, the publication activities 

have developed satisfactorily.  This applies in particular 

to referenced articles with an impact factor, which are 

listed on the Science Citation Index (SCI) and the Social 
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Science Citation Index (SSCI). The internal IAMO qual-

ity management of publications shows a lasting effect. 

IAMO Policy Briefs

Since 2011, IAMO’s socially relevant research results 

have been published in a loose sequence in our IAMO 

Policy Briefs, in a short and general manner. They are 

particularly aimed at politics, business and the media 

as well as members of the public with an interest in 

the area. The following IAMO Policy Briefs appeared 

between October 2015 and December 2016, and can 

be downloaded free of charge from the IAMO website 

www.iamo.de/en/publications/iamo-policy-briefs:

Balmann, A. (2016): Über Bauernhöfe und Agrarfabriken: 

Kann die Landwirtschaft gesellschaftliche Erwartun-

gen erfüllen? IAMO Policy Brief No. 30, Halle (Saale).

Koester, U., Loy, J-P. (2016): Policy evaluation on the basis 

of the Farm Accountancy Data Network, IAMO Policy 

Brief No. 29, Halle (Saale).

Burggraf, C., Volkhardt, I., Meier, T. (2016): Vorteile einer 

modifizierten Ampelkennzeichnung für Lebensmittel 

(The advantages of modified traffic light labelling for 

food), IAMO Policy Brief No. 28, Halle (Saale).

Burggraf, C., Glauben, T. (2016): Economic transforma-

tion, altered nutritional habits and health implications 

in Russia, IAMO Policy Brief No. 27, Halle (Saale).

Koester, U., Loy, J-P. (2016): The methodology of the EU 

Commission to evaluate the impact of direct payments, 

IAMO Policy Brief No. 26, Halle (Saale).

Petrick, M., Gotter, C., Kvartiuk, V., Traikova, D., Wiener, B., 

Winge, S. (2015): Beschäftigung von Migranten in der ost-

deutschen Wirtschaft (Employment of migrants in Eastern 

German agriculture), IAMO Policy Brief No. 25, Halle (Saale). 

IAMO Discussion Papers

The series of IAMO Discussion Papers continued in 2016 

with the following, which can be downloaded as pdf 

files free of charge on the IAMO website www.iamo.de/

en/publications/iamo-discussion-papers: 

Schott, J., Katalas, T., Nercissians, E., Barkmann, J., Shelia, V. 

(2016): The Impact of Protected Areas on Local Liveli-

hoods in the South Caucasus, IAMO Discussion Paper 

No. 152, Halle (Saale).

Petrick, M., Djanibekov, N. (2016): Obstacles to crop diver-

sification and cotton harvest mechanisation: Farm 

survey evidence from two contrasting districts in 

Uzbekistan, IAMO Discussion Paper No. 153, Halle (Saale).

Götz, L., Djuric, I., Nivievskyi, O. (2016): Regional wheat 

price effects of extreme weather events and wheat 

export controls in Russia and Ukraine, IAMO Discussion 

Paper No. 154, Halle (Saale).

Petrick, M., Pomfret, R. (2016): Agricultural Policies in 

Kazakhstan, IAMO Discussion Paper No. 155, Halle (Saale).

Sedik, D., Ulbricht, C., Dzhamankulov, N. (2016): The 
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Architecture of Food Safety Control in the European 

Union and the Eurasian Economic Union, IAMO Discus-

sion Paper No. 156, Halle (Saale).

Пугач, И., Юсупов, Ю., Бердиназаров, З. (2016): Сельско-
хозяйственная политика в производстве пшеницы и 
диверсификации производства сельскохозяйствен-
ных культур в Узбекистане, IAMO Discussion Paper 
No. 157, Halle (Saale).

Аганов, C., Кепбанов, Ё., Овезмурадов, К. (2016): Опыт 
сельскохозяйственной реструктуризации в Туркме-
нистане, Discussion Paper No. 158, Halle (Saale).

Умаров, Х. (2016): Сельскохозяйственная политика в 
производстве хлопка и диверсификация агропро-
мышленного комплекса в Таджикистане, Discussion 

Paper No. 159, Halle (Saale).

Studies on the Agricultural and Food Sector in 
Transition Economies

In a series of publications Studies on the Agricultural 

and Food Sector in Transition Economies, IAMO has pub-

lished monographs and conference reports dealing 

with questions of agricultural economics in the coun-

tries of Central and Eastern Europe, as well as other 

transition countries. All publications from volume 22 

onwards can be downloaded as pdf files for free from 

our website www.iamo.de/en/publications/iamo-stud-

ies. 35 conference reports or volumes and 49 mono-

graphs have appeared in this series from October 2015 

to December 2016 which include:

Páll, Z. (2015): Three Essays on the Russian wheat 

export, Studies on the Agricultural and Food Sector in 

Transition Economies, Vol. 80, Halle (Saale).

Ostermeyer, A. (2015): Milchproduktion zwischen Pfadab-

hängigkeit und Pfadbrechung – Partizipative Analysen 

mit Hilfe des agentenbasierten Modells AgriPolis (Dairy 

production between path dependency and path 

breaking – A participative analysis using the agent-

based model AgriPolis), Studies on the Agricultural and 

Food Sector in Transition Economies, Vol. 81, Halle (Saale).

Chatalova, L. (2016): Market uncertainty, project specific-

ity and policy effects on bioenergy investments. A real 

options approach, Studies on the Agricultural and Food 

Sector in Transition Economies, Vol. 83, Halle (Saale).

Rama, K. (2016): Too much but not enough: Issues 

of water management in Albania in light of climate 

change, Studies on the Agricultural and Food Sector in 

Transition Economies, Vol. 84, Halle (Saale).

Research communication

The IAMO not only presents its work in the scientific 

community to discuss, but also informs the general 

public about research results as well as current trends 

in the agricultural and food industry. It provides infor-

mation for policy makers and business decision mak-

ers. In addition to the media work, the IAMO press office 
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carries out the publication of the IAMO Policy Briefs and 
the newsletter, supervises the Internet presence and the 
social media channels of the institute and also organizes 
events.

The IAMO Forum was also the focus of scientific events 
in 2016. The topic was "Rural Labor in Transition: Struc-
tural Change, Migration and Governance." The confer-
ence took place from 22 to 24 June 2016 in Halle (Saale) 
and was organised in cooperation with the Institute of 
Labor Economics (IZA). You can find a detailed report 
on the contributions of internationally renowned ple-
nary speakers in this issue.

IAMO organized or participated in further high-ranking 
events, both - at home and abroad. At the Global Forum 
for Food and Agriculture (GFFA) during International 
Green Week in 2016, IAMO organised an agricultural 
policy expert panel entitled "Urbanisation, Migration 

and Structural Change - Challenges and Strategies for 
the Agricultural Sector of Eastern Europe" in co-opera-
tion with the German Committee on Eastern European 
Economic Relations. In spring 2016 the IAAE Inter-Con-
ference symposium "Agricultural Transitions along the 
Silk road: Restructuring, Resources and Trade in the Cen-
tral Asia Region" took place in Almaty, Kazakhstan. IAMO 
was also actively involved with the "Days of Agricultural 
Economics in Ukraine" at the VII International Large 
Farm Management Conference and in the 155th EAAE 
seminar "European Agriculture towards 2030. Perspec-
tives for further East-West Integration" in Kiev, Ukraine. 
These events brought together top managers of agro-
holdings, investors, policymakers, academics and other 
stakeholders to discuss the latest scientific and practice-
related insights regarding the management of large agri-
cultural enterprises. In Samarkand, Uzbekistan, IAMO 
arranged a conference entitled "Regional and Interna-
tional Cooperation in Central Asia and South Caucasus: 
Recent Developments in Agricultural Trade". The aim of 
this event was to facilitate dialogue between regional 
and international experts as well as policymakers on the 
developments and effects of agricultural trade in the 
countries of Central Asia and the Caucasus. At EuroTier 
2016 in Hanover, the world’s leading trade fair for ani-
mal production, the Institute organised a forum event 
on the topic of "Milk, Market and Power: Who Influences 
the Milk Price?" On the panel, representatives from indi-
vidual stages of the value chain – milk production, pro-
cessing, marketing – discussed the current situation and 
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future developments on the milk market. 

Researchers at the IAMO lead bilateral talks with Bunde-
stag representatives on "Promotion of science in East-
ern Europe" and "Health-related nutritional methods 
in comparison between Germany, Russia and China" 
within the framework of the "Leibniz at the Bundestag" 

series of events. For the general public the institute pre-
sented itself with publicly active actions at the Long 
Night of Sciences in Halle and on the Open-House Day 
at the German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
(BMEL) in Berlin. 

Besides events, our press releases and publications 

Panel discussion at IAMO Forum 2016
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in various formats, as well as our website and social 

media presence are of great importance for research 

communication.

IAMO press releases from the period covered by this 

annual have been published in German, English and  

some in Russian as well. They have been distributed to 

representatives from the media and to the Science Infor-

mation Service via IAMO’s own mailing list and web-

site. Papers and articles about current research results, 

events and partnerships at IAMO were published in vari-

ous print and online media as well as broadcasted over 

the radio. 

Topics that attracted particular attention were Russia’s 

meat import ban, the agricultural speculation, the milk 

price crises, the high rent prices in German agriculture 

and the skilled labor shortage in the East German agri-

cultural sector. IUnder the "IAMO in the Media" section 

of the Institute's website, selected contributions from 

the public and industry press can be viewed.

With its series of IAMO Policy Briefs, the Institute draws 

on important agricultural policy questions based on 

its own research position. Socially relevant topics are 

presented briefly and in a general manner in the Policy 

Briefs and made accessible to different target groups 

such as political decision-makers, media represent-

atives and the interested public. In 2016 the Policy 

Briefs addressed subjects such as the EU Commission’s 

approach to evaluating direct payments and changes 

in Russian nutritional habits and their health conse-

quences. The IAMO Policy Briefs are published in Ger-

man, English and partly in other languages ​​and can be 

downloaded free of charge under the heading "Publi-

cations" on the institute's website.

The electronic IAMO Newsletter is released quarterly in  

German and English. Sent by email, it informs almost 

2,000 recipients about the Institute’s news, covering 

subjects such as new IAMO research projects, IAMO 

staff research visits, events, awards and current publi-

cations. The Newsletter is available on the German and 

English versions of our website, and can also be sub-

scribed free of charge.

Our internet presence www.iamo.de/en/provides easy 

access to information on research and project results, 

events, support for young academics, job advertise-

ments and IAMO staff members. The content of the 

website is regularly updated and expanded. In 2016 the 

IAMO website was adapted to make it compatible with 

smartphones and tablets. On the mobile version, the 

content is optimised in screen size on different devices. 

Since November 2015 latest news from the IAMO is also 

available via the social media channels Facebook www.

facebook.com/iamoLeibniz and Twitter http://twitter.

com/iamoLeibniz.

For all press and PR related questions please con-

tact Britta Paasche and Daniela Schimming at:  

presse@iamo.de.
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Participants at IAMO Forum 2016
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How to find us

» by car

» by train

» by plane

From the south: Leave the A9 motorway at the Rippachtal junction, and take the A38 towards 
Merseburg. At the Halle-Süd triangle change onto the A143 and follow this road until the Halle-
Neustadt/Halle-Zentrum exit. Then take the B80 for about 8 km towards Halle until you get to 
Rennbahnkreuz. At the entrance into town get into the left-hand lane and go straight on along 
the B80 towards Kröllwitz/Universität. Turn left at the ice-rink and follow along Blücherstraße 
to its end. Then turn right. At the end of the avenue turn left into Theodor-Lieser-Straße. IAMO 
is in the building on the right-hand side.

From the north: Take the A9 motorway (Berlin-Munich) as far as Halle/Brehna. Follow the 
B100 towards Halle until you reach the outskirts of the city (traffic lights at Dessauer Brücke). Get 
into the right-hand lane and turn left, still on the B100 to Zentrum and Magdeburg. Turn right 
immediately into the B6 towards Magdeburg and then take the next exit (Zoo, Wolfenstein-
straße). Carry on along Wolfensteinstraße (underpass, several traffic lights, Reilstraße/Große 
Brunnenstraße crossing) until you reach Burgstraße. Turn right and take the next available left 
turn over Saalebrücke. Once you have passed this bridge take the first right turn, drive back 
under the bridge and continue along the riverbank of the Saale. Turn left at the next crossroad 
into Weinbergweg towards Universität, and follow the road until the next set of lights. Continue 
straight ahead into Walter-Hülse-Straße. The IAMO building is on the right-hand side. Turn right 
into Theodor-Lieser-Straße and IAMO is now in front of you.

From the north-west: Coming from Magdeburg take the A14 (direction Leipzig or Dresden) to 
the Halle-Peißen exit, then take the B100 to Halle. See "From the north" for further directions.

From the west (on the B80): Follow the B80 until the Rennbahnkreuz. At the entrance into 
town get into the left-hand lane and continue along the B80 towards Kröllwitz/Universität. 
Turn left at the ice-rink and follow Blücherstraße to the end. Then turn right. At the end of the 
avenue turn left into Theodor-Lieser-Straße. IAMO is in the building on the right-hand side.

Leave the station by the main exit and follow signs to the tram stop "Riebeckplatz/Hauptbahn
hof". From here take tram number 4 towards Kröllwitz. Alight at the Weinberg Campus stop 
(about 15 minutes from the station). The Institute is on the left-hand side of the road as you 
get out.

Leipzig-Halle airport is 20km from Halle. A regular shuttle train takes you to the main station. 
See "By train" to find the way from there.  
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